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A Balanced Assessment System 


Teachers and 
schools have 

information and 
tools they need 

to improve 
teaching and 

learning 

Summative: 
College and career 

readiness 
assessments for 

accountability 

Interim: 
Flexible and open 

assessments, used 
for actionable 

feedback 

Formative 
Resources: 
Supporting 

classroom-based 
assessments to 

improve instruction 



 G 26 member 
states and 
territories 
representing
39% of K-12 
students 

 

G  21 Governing
States, 4 
Advisory States,
1 Affiliate 
Member 

 

G  Washington 
state is fiscal 
agent 

 

G   WestEd provides 
project 
management
services 

A State-led Assessment Consortium: 
Test Development 



   G 

A State-led Assessment Consortium: 
Sustainability for 2014-15 and Beyond 

Future 
affiliation with 
the National 
Center for 
Research on 
Evaluation, 
Standards, & 
Student 
Testing 
(CRESST) at 
UCLA  

 



 
 
 

Sustaining Smarter Balanced After the 

Federal Grant Ends 


G	 Sustainability Task Force composed of member state 
representatives 

G Governing States approved a business plan and cost 

estimates for Smarter Balanced member services 


G	 Working with UCLA/CRESST (National Center for 
Research on Evaluation, Standards, & Student Testing) 
as affiliate partner for a sustainable Smarter Balanced 



Major Milestones in Development of 

Summative Assessments 


Cognitive 
Labs 

Apr – Aug 
2012 

Small 
Scale 
Trials      

Mar – Nov 
2012 

Pilot 

Feb – 
May 2013 

Field Test 

Mar – 
June 
2014 

Deploy For 
Operational 

Use 

Sep 2014 

✔ ✔ ✔



Major Milestones in Development of 

Summative Assessments 


Cognitive 
Labs 

Apr – Aug 
2012 

Small 
Scale 
Trials      

Mar – Nov 
2012 

Pilot 

Feb – 
May 2013 

Field Test 

Mar – 
June 
2014 

Deploy For 
Operational 

Use 

Sep 2014 

✔ ✔ ✔

Early Q.C. of items & so ware; no student results Full system
run-‐through;
Establish
performance
standards;	  
some results	  



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Pilot Testing 


G Began February 20; ends May 24 
Sample of about 10% of students in Consortium 
 1 million students in 5,000+ schools 

Purpose: Evaluate the efficacy of our first 5,000 items & 
tasks… 

G 

G	 

  Do our Performance Tasks that involve real-world 
 problem-solving work well? 
 Can we computer-score open-ended questions? 
 Can students use the online tools? 
 Have we avoided bias in our items/tasks? 
 How well are we measuring grade-to-grade 
 growth? 






G Practice Test available May 2013 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Field Testing 


G Begins March 2014; ends June 2014 
Sample of about 25% of students in Consortium G 
  2.5 million students in selected schools 

G	 Purpose: Evaluate items and tasks to establish the 
Smarter Balanced pool… 
  Statistical data analysis of 44,000+ items 

 Separate items/tasks into secure (summative) pool 
and open (interim) pool 
 Conduct standard setting for different performance 
evels (“cut scores”) 



 
l



 
 
 

 
 

Technology Requirements:  

Responding to School Needs 


G	 Standards have been established for new and existing 
hardware 

Online “Readiness Tool”  
–   Schools and districts can evaluate technology readiness 

Schools do NOT need one-to-one computers 
– 	 Illustrative example: A 600-student school can be supported by a 

single 30-computer lab 

Pencil-and-paper option available for three-year 
transition period 
Practice test with full array of tools and features 
available starting in May 2013 

G	 

G 

G 

G	 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Educator Involvement 


G	 Educator involvement across all aspects of 
Smarter Balanced development: 
State Network of Educators – 150 teachers and 

teacher leaders guiding development of assessment 
supports for teachers 
Teachers contracted for writing of items/tasks 
Teacher review for content and bias/sensitivity of 

items and tasks 
Broad-based, open participation in standard setting 
Support for teacher scoring and validity checking of 

constructed-response items 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Major Work with Higher Education 


G	 Ongoing state-level outreach to faculty and 
administrators 

G	 Integration of Smarter Balanced into existing 
developmental education reform and college success 
initiatives 

G	 College Content-readiness Policy 

G	 Validation research agenda 

G	 Comparability with PARCC 

G	 Career readiness policy 

G	 Standard-setting (summer 2014) 

G	 Institutional participation decisions (Beginning fall 2014) 



 
 

 
 

 

Learn More and Stay Engaged 


G	 Visit 
www.smarterbalanced.org 
for the latest news 

and developments 


G	 Sign up for our e-
newsletter 
G	 Follow us on 

Twitter at 
@SmarterBalanced 

http:www.smarterbalanced.org



